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Higher Education Ministry may
introduce sponsorship programme for
first-generation students at varsities

PUTRAJAYA

HE Higher Education

Ministry hopes to intro-

duce a free studies

sponsorship pro-
gramme for first-generation
students from poor families at
institutions of higher learning,
said Minister Datuk Seri Mo-
hamed Khaled Nordin yester-
day.

He said the matter would be
tabled to the cabinet for ap
proval.

“Itis a measure to end poverty
through knowledge and skills,”
he said at the ministry’s New
Year mandate event here.

Khaled said the ministry also
planned to give the National
Higher Education: Fund Corpo-
ration (PTPTN) new life by

+studying the suitability of turn-
ing it into a national trust fund.

“We want to reduce PTPTN's
debt burden to ensure its sus-
tainability and make it a na-
tional education financing in-
stitution that allows people from
inside and outside the country
to contribute to the funding of

the country’s higher educa-
tion.”

He said the ministry was ex-
ploring combining face-to-face
and virtual elements to take ad-
vantage of digital platforms and
technology as this could reduce
the cost of education.

Regarding the selection of
leadership at institutions of
higher learning and agencies
under the ministry, he said it
would go through a strict and
objective screening proce

“The country needs an effi-
cient and excellent higher-ed-
ucation sector.

“This must start with a cred-
ible and high-performing lead-
ership,” he said.

He called on the ministry’s
staff to educate students to meet
academic standards and intel-
lectual culture.

The ministry, he said, no
longer focused on soft and prac
tical skills, but on the need to be
equipped with artificial intelli-
gence for managing people and
technology.

“Maturity in controlling emo-
tions, multilingual skills, nego-
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tiation skills, the ability to lead
discussions and work effectively
inateam. It's all smart skills,” he
said.

He said the ministry would

overhaul the technical and vo-
cational education and training
(TVET) programme to strength-
en the system to produce more
skilled and technologically com-

Mohamed Khaled Nordin meeting minis

ry staff after its New

petent students.

“The country needs many peo-
ple who have skills and tech-
nological competence that are
future-proof.” Bernama




